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Sunday, Jan. 1, 10:00 AM Winter Count Service
Our annual Winter Count Service is a time for storytelling—sharing how we experienced
The Way of God’s Heart through fear, light and courage throughout this past year. This is
the Sunday before Epiphany when we remember the story of the visitation of the
unexpected visitors – the travelers from the east known as wise men. Our readings will
come from Isaiah 60. Pastor Theda will be our worship leader w hile Emily and Sam Martin
lead us in song. Come prepared to enter in to this time of singing and sharing.
Grocery cards will be available for purchase to help support the FMC Ministry Plan after the service.

For information about future worship services, please click on the link to go to the FMC web site.

Our FMC Community
Next Sunday, January 8:
~ During Adult Ed Hour, there will be table conversations about a staffing proposal.
~ Also, there will be a vote on the Homeless Hospitality Mission Proposal.
You may contact Linda for an absentee ballot due Friday noon, January 6.
From Stephanie Phibbs:
Update Regarding Homeless Hospitality Mission Proposal
Dear FMC Community,
In preparation for our vote on January 8 regarding the homeless hospitality mission, the
church Leadership Council hosted a group of neighbors who oppose our proposal. Their
presentation was clear and well-organized. Their primary concerns are that the proposal
will lead to more homeless in the neighborhood, accompanied by stereotypical and
personal associations with homelessness, specifically a heinous crime that happened 18
months ago where a homeless, former inmate attacked a neighbor's family. Still, when we
discussed bringing Sierra and Gabrielle into the church with the neighbors, they supported

this.
In a community panel discussion with about 500 people in attendance earlier this month,
including keynote and panel presentations with national homeless experts, ASAP, DHOL,
Councilman Brooks, business leaders and others, there were multiple references to how
Denver has some of the worst policies related to homelessness, how these policies are
counter-effective, and several mentioned how Denver Homeless OutLoud specifically
helped improve neighborhood safety. I really have enjoyed getting to know the housed
and unhoused neighbors; I appreciate their concerns and I think we could organize our
efforts to actually help improve the neighborhood, and certainly not hurt it, with our
initiative. Letters of support and opposition from neighbors will be available before the
vote.
More concerning to me is that at least one person from the church voiced a number of
concerns about process, stating that there has not been enough internal discussions about
this, that people may feel manipulated to support this. For anyone feeling this way, I am
very sorry. For background, this proposal followed a discernment discussion where 7/9
tables in an adult ed independently suggested homeless hospitality/support as a mission
theme, at least that was the Leadership Council's interpretation. Then this specific proposal
came to the Leadership Council which supported the proposal. Since then there have been
three adult ed offerings and many conversations with neighbors about this specific
proposal. The input from these conversations has helped strengthen the proposal, which is
now available in the active participants section of the church website.
Are there other ways to support homeless in Denver? Certainly. This is just one
opportunity for us to express a calling. The beauty of our proposal is that it is a small
number of consistent people who are welcomed into relationship with the church. Yes, we
will not solve the homeless problem of Denver in our small proposal, but we can light a
path. To be sure if this goes forward it represents the hearts and will of the church, the bar
for this going forward has been set higher than that for a pastor, at 85%; Marcus had
suggested 90%. I trust God is leading us, and our process to date has already taught us a
lot. Yes, this proposal may challenge us; please vote as you feel led.
The first rehearsal for the 2017 Young Voices for Peace is Sunday, January 8, 2017.
Go to the YVP website for information and to register: http://ryk-yvp.weebly.com OR contact
Darcey VanWagner, mdvw@comcast.net, (720) 635-4852 or Roberta Kandel
rokandel@comcast.net, (303) 807-0841.
Help plan worship for Lent through Easter Sunday. Planning Team will meet from 6:308:00 PM on Wednesday Jan. 11, for those interested. The primary goal will be to determine
theme, worship flow (we can be creative), scriptures, and non-Sunday services. We can
also get into more detail about visual arts, songs and rituals (such as communion) or we
can designate team members to be creative on their own. Any roles the planning team

does not take on directly, we'll simply recruit others as necessary. This is open to everyone
interested including youth, artists, musicians, song leaders and theology folks for March 1
through April 16. This gathering will also include the decision of whether or not to
plan/have an Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and/or Holy Saturday
service. Again, anyone from church interested is welcome to be part of the planning team,
and we'll "divide and specialize" if we're too big to sit around one table. Thanks for
considering
~ Pastors Rob and Tory.
Pledges for the 2017 FMC Ministry Plan are still welcome and greatly needed. This will
help in planning for the coming year. Pledge form copies are available on the oak table in
the Foyer and on the Active Participants page of the FMC website. Pledges may be placed
in the red wire basket on Linda's desk, emailed or mailed. Please make sure you make
your 2016 donations before December 31. Thank you!
Joseph’s Storehouse Funds - ‘Tis the season to give generously to our annual fundraising campaign for our FMC Direct Assistance program. This program has been helping
folks in our neighborhood for decades, providing rental and utility assistance that helps
prevent homelessness. Checks should be made payable to FMC, designated for Joseph's
Storehouse.
Attendance
December 24, Christmas Eve: Adults - 187; Children - 26; Total - 213
December 25, Christmas Day: Total - 15

Child and Youth Faith Formation
Building Community, Learning about the Bible, Strengthening our Relationship with God

No Peace School until Jan. 8. January activities for older youth
can be found through the links below, as well as Advent readings
and activities for home for the younger children.
www.fmcdenverfaithformation.weebly.com
Pre K (3 and 4 year olds) Advent Activity.
K-2nd grades Advent Readings and Winter Retreat in March.
Venture Club (grades 3-5) Advent Readings and Winter Retreat in March.
JYF (grades 6-8) Calendar, including invitation to Snow Camp in January.
MYF (grades 9-12) Calendar, including invitation to 30 hr Famine in January.
Adults can continue reading Chapter 18, "Sharing Gifts" in We Make the Road by
Walking.

Friday, Dec. 30, and Monday, Jan. 2, the FMC Office will be closed. Linda will be out
of the office Tuesday, Jan. 3.

We wish you and your family a very Happy New Year!

Caring for Each Other
“Surrender asks us to be strong enough to engage each moment with integrity while being soft enough to flow with the current of
life.” Deborah Adele in The Yamas & Niyamas

Happy Birthday December 30-January 5
31 - Grace Martin
1 - Brennen Kauffman
2 - Dawn Kreider
3 - Mary Alderfer
3 - Tyler Kauffman
3 - Judi Nafziger
4 - Connor O'Brian
4 - Trevor Stutzman
5 - Emily Martin
5 - Isaac Olson
Happy Anniversary December 30-January 5
31 - Lynn & Sherman Wenger
1 - Alan & Susan Burkholder

Save the Date!
Join us for these events

January 1: Winter Count Service, 10:00 AM
January 8: Ballot Vote on Homeless Initiative Proposal
January 8, Adult Ed: Table conversations on staffing proposal
Watch for the Beehive Project, early 2017

Market Square
If you want to sell, buy, trade, get a ride, find a roommate, find an employee, find a job, find sponsors, or advertise an event requiring
purchase of tickets, this section is for you. (Note: Official functions of Mountain States Mennonite Conference or its congregations
excepted.) E-mail your announcement to the church with “Market Square” in the subject line. It will run one time but may be
resubmitted. Deadline is midnight Wednesday.

Our Urban Community

Around Mountain States Mennonite Conference
For more information about our conference, go to mountainstatesmc.org

Mennonite Church USA and Beyond
Registration for “Beyond Buried Treasure: Turning Hidden Resources into Assets” is
now open. This second joint MHS Mennonite Health Assembly and Mennonite Education
Agency Education Leaders Gathering takes place March 9-12 in Jacksonville, Florida. For
more information or to register, visit mhaelgconference.wordpress.com.
For more information about our denomination, go to mennoniteusa.org

Other Information
Sermon Notes. Sermons are posted on the FMC web site when available. You may also
listen to sermons on the FMC website.
FMC Emergency Closure: When weather or any other emergency event necessitates last
minute cancellation of worship or other events here at FMC, the following procedure will be
followed: 1) The cancellation will be posted on the FMC website. 2) A recorded message
will be left on the FMC main line at 303-892-1038. 3) The cancellation is posted on
Channel 9. 4) The cancellation will be posted on Facebook. You can view closing
information online anytime at http://www.9news.com/closings or by visiting mobile apps for
smartphones.
Web site: fmcdenver.org
Phone: 303-892-1038
Deadline for announcements is Wednesday midnight. Please send announcements to
Linda Welty at linda.fmcdenver@gmail.com. Announcements run one time. Please rewrite
and submit a fresh announcement if you want your announcement to run a second time.
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